This paper applies a recently proposed measure of production price-labour value deviation, i.e. the 'Mean Absolute Eigen-Deviation', to actual economies. The results suggest that that measure tends to the profit-wage ratio in the Sraffian Standard system divided by the number of produced commodities. This finding is reduced to the skew distribution of the eigenvalues of the vertically integrated technical coefficients matrices. Mathematics Subject Classification: 91B24, 91B38, 91B66, 91B74, 91B82
Introduction
In a Sraffian world, long-period relative prices can change in a complicated way as income distribution changes, a fact that has critical implications for the traditional theories of capital, value, distribution and international trade ( [14, § §19 and 48] and, for example, [5, chs 4-5 and 14] ). Thus, it has often been found necessary to measure in some way the deviation between with-profit prices and zero-profit prices (or 'labour values').
In diagonalizable and 'regular' (in the sense of Schefold [12, pp. 11-23] ) n n × single-product systems, the 'labour commanded' price-labour value ratios, 1 j j π ω − , 1, 2,..., j n = , of the Standard (Sraffian and non-Sraffian) commodities (or the labour commanded eigenprices-eigenlabour value ratios) 1 depend in a simple way on the uniform profit rate, r , and the eigenvalues of the 'vertically integrated technical coefficients matrix', 1 [ ] − ≡ − H A I A (where A denotes the matrix of input-output coefficients and I the identity matrix; [11] ). 2 Hence, it has recently been proposed ( [6] ) that the 'Mean Absolute Eigen-Deviation' (MAED) of labour commanded prices from labour values, i.e. the 'Mean Absolute Deviation' of π from ω , which is defined as constitutes a workable measure of price-labour value deviation. In effect, this measure (i) leads to an algebraically simple, monotonic and economically interpretable expression; (ii) does not require the prior computation of the values and prices; and (iii) provides a transparent separation between the effects of income distribution and of the technical conditions of production.
On the basis of the available empirical evidence, this paper shows that the MAED of labour commanded prices from labour values tends to the profit-wage ratio in the Sraffian Standard system divided by the number of produced commodities: Section 2 presents the adopted measure of deviation and its properties. Section 3 brings in the empirical evidence by examining actual inputoutput data. Finally, Section 4 concludes. ... π with respect to ρ ), a strictly increasing and convex function of ρ , tending to infinity as ρ approaches 1 from below, and
The Mean Absolute Eigen-Deviation
equals the moduli of the profit-wage ratios in the non-Sraffian Standard systems. Now consider the following four cases: 
and
, which implies that
which is a linear approximation of the MAED. Hence, for the general case, we can write (2)). It then follows that (i) the relative error between the MAED and the MAED 1 , i.e.
or, alternatively, the accuracy of the approximation (5), is a strictly decreasing function of ρ , tending to 
Empirical Evidence
The application of the previous analysis to the symmetric input-output tables (SIOT) of the Greek economy gives the results summarized in Tables 1 to 3.  Tables 1 and 2 Figure 2 ). Thus, it is observed that approximations of the MAED on the basis of only a few of the largest modulus eigenvalues are not so bad and the RE 5 decrease monotonically with ρ . Clearly, these findings are due, respectively, to the following facts identified in inputoutput tables of a number of diverse economies and over the years: (i) the moduli of the first non-dominant eigenvalues fall quite rapidly and the rest constellate in much lower values forming a 'long tail'; and (ii) the negative eigenvalues, as well as the complex eigenvalues with negative real part, tend to appear in the lower ranks, whilst the (positive) real part of complex eigenvalues that appear in the higher ranks is much larger than the imaginary part. More specifically, in examining the input-output tables of Canada (1997) , Japan (1970 Japan ( , 1975 Japan ( , 1980 Japan ( , 1985 Japan ( , 1990 Japan ( , 1995 Japan ( , 2000 Japan ( and 2005 , Korea (1995 and 2000) , Sweden (1995 and 2005) , UK (1998) and USA (1947, 1958, 1963, 1967, 1972, 1977 and 1997) we detected a strong tendency towards uniformity in the distribution of the moduli of the eigenvalues and, in fact, the moduli follow an exponential pattern of the form exp( ) 4 To the best of my knowledge, there is no relevant empirical study where the 'actual' ρ is considerably greater than 0.4 (than 0.5), provided that wages are paid at the beginning (end) of the production period ( [8] , [7, pp. 616-617] Table 3 is associated with the 33 33 × SIOT of the Greek economy for the year 1970, and the case of fixed capital with a uniform profit rate ( [16] ). 5 It reports (i) the non-zero non-dominant eigenvalues of J (all the zero eigenvalues come from the fact that K is a reducible matrix without self-reproducing nonbasics); and (ii) the MAED, MAED v , where 1 v = or 5, ). Finally, it is important to note that we have also experimented with the relevant input-output tables of Korea (for the years 1995 and 2000) and USA (for the years 1947, 1958, 1963, 1967, 1972 and 1977) , and the results were quite similar, since consider also the evidence provided by [15] ). On this basis, it is reasonable to 5 In this case, we postulate that Tables 1 and 2 . 6 It should be noted that, in the relevant flow SIOT, expect that the MAED 1 is a good (and easily computed) approximation for empirical work. 
Concluding Remarks
It has been found that, in actual economies, the Mean Absolute Eigen-Deviation of labour commanded prices from labour values tends to the profit-wage ratio in the Sraffian Standard system divided by the number of produced commodities. 
